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Canning was the first Minister for England's foreign
affairs who ever set up that policy of peace. His
apprehensions as to the purpose of the Congress of
Verona were only too soon justified. It was made
known that the French army was to be sent into
Spain to assist the Spanish Bourbon king in abolish-
ing the Constitution and crushing all Spaniards who
opposed his measures. The Duke of Wellington
followed the instructions of his chief, as, to render
him only justice, he always did : he offered his strong
remonstrance ; he made known the determination of
England as set forth by Canning ; and he withdrew
from the Congress. Canning clearly saw what the
course of action threatened with regard to Spain
meant as regarded other countries. It was a
menace to Portugal, which might be expected to join
with Spain in repelling the French invasion ; and it
was a menace also to Spain's South American
Colonies. On the I4th of April, 1823, Canning-
proclaimed his policy to the House of Commons.
He insisted that if Portugal at her own choice and
at her own risk assisted Spain in repelling the
French, there was no occasion for England's inter-
vention ; but he declared that if Portugal should
remain quiescent, and should nevertheless be attacked
by France, that attack would bring Great Britain
into the field with all her force to support the
independence of her ancient and faithful ally. So
far as the South American Colonies were concerned,
Canning made known the policy of England in the
frankest and most explicit language. "It was clear,"
he said, " that Spain, though claiming them as hers